MR. GARVIN AND  THE 'NATIONAL' GOVERNMENT
spiky with abusive epithets, Mr. Garvin hits every head in
sight. Labour, Liberal, or Conservative alike come under his
belabouring cudgel.
He begins by describing the Labour Ministers as c loathing
their lives and dreading still to die,' and compares them to
'the miserable soliloquist in Byron's Manfred, who sold
himself to the Prince of Darkness. They are like Micawber,
too, in their hope that something to their advantage will turn
up. For this chance, they are prepared apparently to turn
the other cheek repeatedly with an edifying agility, hitherto
thought beyond the powers of Christian meekness in politics.*
Then he catches sight of a Liberal Roundhead ; down
comes the blackthorn.
' The Liberals/ he cries, e are in an execrable quandary ;
no matter how much they attack the Government on
detail, their last desire is a dissolution. They are the balance-
holders in this Parliament. They can do nothing but hold a
candle to the devil. In the House, they support the Govern-
ment by threatening to prop up its back with a fixed
bayonet.5
He refers to the situation in which the Labour Government
has to have the support of another Party to pass its Bills as a
pantomime of Parliamentary humbug. ' But the most ludi-
crous factor in the whole situation/ he says, * is the fact that
the Liberals support the Government in the House of Commons
and execrate it in the constituencies.*
This is a strange complaint to come from the official
biographer of Joseph Chamberlain. Mr. Garvin must have
known well, from his reading of the period, that, in the spacious
days of Chamberlain and Gladstone, minority Governments
were much more common than they are to-day. Surely
there is no inconsistency here. The Liberals merely vote for
the Liberal measures in the House which they advocate in the
constituencies. To do otherwise would be to vote not on
principle but for reasons of tactics or strategy.
Then he takes a wider view.
* While the country never was in direr need of a strong
Government, it never had a weaker by comparison with
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